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BG-07-2017: Blue green innovation for clean coasts and seas  
Specific Challenge: Debris, chemical and microbial pollution and algae jellyfish blooms are huge and increasing problems in the oceans, seas 
and coasts. For plastics alone, the economic and ecological cost is considerable when including beach clean-ups, tourism losses, and damages 
to the fishing and aquaculture industries. In spite of strong legislation such as EU directives, sea and coastal pollution remains high, and 
prevention and innovative coast and sea clean-up schemes remain a challenge. Many solutions are available to tackle these sources of pollution, 
including recycling, waste water treatment, teams of collectors, and specific equipment such as skimmer boats, beach cleaning machines or 
algae harvesting devices. However, there is a pressing need to develop powerful innovative methods and processes to clean coasts and oceans 
and to restore the ecosystems to a healthy and clean state. The foremost challenge is not only to remove litter and pollution, but to transform the 
collected waste into a resource stream in line with the concept of the circular economy.  
Scope: The proposals should be for demonstration projects to clean and lay the ground for a healthy ocean or sea and its coasts in any given 
large geographic area(s), including regional seas or semi-closed sea basins such as the Mediterranean. The demonstration projects should 
develop and scale-up innovative processes and measures to clean the selected site from visible (for example floating plastics or abandoned 
fishing gear) and invisible litter (micro-plastics) and pollutants, involving local communities and actors. Collected waste materials should be 
adequately processed so as to enable a subsequent usage/ exploitation/ re-usage. The proposals should apply an ecosystem approach, 
developing forecasting tools and models to identify areas where the proposed intervention is likely to be most effective in ecological and 
economic terms. Social acceptance and economic impact of the envisaged measures must also be considered and promoted, for example by 
disseminating the project results to relevant stakeholders.  
In line with the objective of the EU Strategy for international cooperation in research and innovation (COM (2012) 497), proposals addressing 
the Mediterranean should contribute to implement the Research and Innovation BLUEMED Initiative. 
The Commission considers that proposals requesting a contribution from the EU of up to EUR 6 million would allow this challenge to be 
addressed appropriately. Nonetheless, this does not preclude the submission and selection of proposals requesting other amounts.  
Expected Impact: To contribute to the implementation of EU Policies such as the Marine Strategy Framework Directive and its aim to achieve 
a good environment status for Europe’s seas and oceans by 2020, proposals are expected to:  
• Develop innovative technological methods or processes for cleaning coasts and seas and transforming waste into a resource.  
• Reduce cleaning up/restoration costs through cost-effective solutions, in particular through enhanced resource efficiency.  
• Increase awareness and acceptance of civil society about the importance of healthy oceans and seas, devoid of litter and pollutants, in civil 
society.  
• Progress towards reducing pollution and debris (macro, micro and nano) in regional sea basins and beyond, and towards restoring marine 
ecosystems.  
• Improve the professional skills and competences for those working and being trained to work within the blue economy.  
Type of Action: Innovation action  

BG-07-2017: Blue green innovation for clean coasts 
and seas (DG RTD, SC2 of Horizon2020) 



Experts for the preparation of four inducement prizes 
  
Horizon Prizes are 'challenge' prizes (also known as ‘inducement’ prizes) offering a 
cash reward to whoever can most effectively meet a defined challenge. 
The aim is to stimulate innovation and come up with solutions to problems that matter 
to European citizens. 
 
One grouping of up to five experts will therefore be set up for each of the following 
issues:  
• Inducement prize for achieving a plastic-free water environment (i.e. in rivers, 
lakes, seas and/or oceans). The most innovative and effective solution will be 
rewarded, e.g. for avoiding, collecting or destroying plastic litter, adopting the more 
appropriate solution.  
 
Experts will give advice to the Commission services on (i) the definition of one prize 
within the given area and the critical amount to be awarded in order achieve an 
effective inducement effect, (ii) targeted potential applicants and the communication 
strategy needed, and (iii) how best to define the specific evaluation criteria. Each 
grouping will include experts of different disciplines, such as technologies, business, 
administration, social sciences and humanities 

From DG RTD, SC5 of Horizon 2020 



Call for proposals: Blue Labs - innovative solutions for maritime 
challenges 
 
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/call-proposals-blue-labs-innovative-
solutions-maritime-challenges 
 
Call for proposals: Blue Careers in Europe  
 
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/call-proposals-blue-careers-europe 
 
 
Call for proposals: Blue Technology - transfer of innovative solutions 
to sea basin economies 
 
https://ec.europa.eu/easme/en/call-proposals-blue-labs-innovative-
solutions-maritime-challenges 
 
 
 
 

From DG MARE 



  
(1) LIFE Environment and Resource Efficiency 

 
Pilot e demonstration projects (no best practices) su 5 topics, tra cui: 
Thematic priorities for Water, including the marine environment 
Activities for the implementation of the specific objectives for water set out in the 
Roadmap for a Resource-Efficient Europe and the 7th Environment Action Programme, 
in particular: 
(iii) Marine Strategy Framework Directive; 
Marine and coastal management - Annex III, section A point (a)(iii) 
1. Projects developing tools, technologies and practices to ensure the sustainability of 
economic activities related to the marine environment, including where relevant by 
reducing the pressure of economic activities on the marine environment, and to 
mainstream marine resource sustainability into maritime economic sectors with a focus 
on underwater noise, physical disturbance of the sea floor, and the impacts of deep sea 
mining and aquaculture. Projects are expected to include the development of 
management plans which reduce the environmental impacts of economic activities. 
2. Projects aiming at preventing and reducing marine litter or microbial contaminants, 
addressing the sources of marine litter and microbial contaminants. 
3. Projects promoting synergies between integrated coastal management and maritime 
spatial planning, demonstrating the added value of coordinating integrated coastal 
management and maritime spatial planning in new marine contexts, supporting the 
concrete implementation of sea basin strategies including implementation of relevant 
Union law, or connecting integrated coastal management and maritime spatial planning 
with the procedures for designating and managing Marine Protected Areas or Natura 
2000 sites.  



  
(2) LIFE Nature and Biodiversity 

 
 

Progetti su direttiva habitat e/o uccelli e Biodiversità in ambiente marino. 
 
Projects addressing the marine component of the implementation of the Habitats and 
Birds Directives and related provisions under the Marine Strategy Framework Directive 
descriptor 1, in particular where such projects focus on one or several of the following 
actions: 
a. completing and finalising national inventories for setting up the offshore marine 
Natura 2000 network of sites; 
b. restoration and management of marine Natura 2000 sites, including the preparation 
and implementation of site management plans; 
c. actions addressing species-, habitat- or site-based conflicts between marine 
conservation and fishermen or other "marine users", 
d. demonstrative or innovative approaches to assess or monitor the impact of human 
activities on critical marine habitats and species as a tool to guide active conservation 
measures. 
  



(3) LIFE Environmental Governance and Information 
 

•  Information, awareness, and dissemination projects 
•  Tra i topic presenti: 
•  Awareness-raising on Marine Strategy Framework Directive 

(MSFD) obligations and opportunities (other than marine 
litter, see point 3 above), targeting authorities and other 
stakeholders, in particular from within the fisheries and 
maritime sectors who can contribute to identifying cost 
effective solutions to be included in Marine Strategies and 
Programmes of Measures with a view to the achievement 
of ‘good environmental status’ in line with the 11 
Descriptors set out in Annex I to the MSFD. 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Il Programma di Cooperazione 
Transfrontaliera 

 Italia-Croazia 2014-2020 
	
	
	
 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Totale	FESR	
€.	201.357.220	

L’area di cooperazione 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

L’area di cooperazione 

IT	88%

HR	
12%

IT
HR

IT	67%

HR	
33% IT

HR

Area Popolazione 

Italia	 NUTS III 
(Province)	

Pordenone, Udine, Gorizia, Trieste (Regione Autonoma Friuli Venezia Giulia)	
Venezia, Padova, Rovigo (Regione del Veneto)	
Ferrara, Ravenna, Forlì-Cesena, Rimini (Regione Emilia Romagna)	
Pesaro e Urbino, Ancona, Macerata, Ascoli Piceno, Fermo (Regione Marche)	
Teramo, Pescara, Chieti (Regione Abruzzo)	
Campobasso (Regione Molise)	
Brindisi, Lecce, Foggia, Bari, Barletta-Andria-Trani (Regione Puglia)	

Croazia	 NUTS III 
(Contee)	

Primorsko-goranska, Ličko-senjska, Zadarska, Šibensko-kninska, 
Splitsko-dalmatinska, Istarska, Dubrovačko-neretvanska (Regione Adriatica Croata)   
Karlovačka (Regione Continentale Croata) 
 	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Obiettivi Tematici/ Assi Prioritari / Obiettivi 
Specifici 

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Obiettivi 
Tematici 

Assi 
Prioritari 

Obiettivi 
Specifici 

OT 1 – rafforzare la 
ricerca, lo sviluppo 

tecnologico e 
l’innovazione 

AP1  
Innovazione Blu 

Migliorare le condizioni 
generali che 
favoriscono 

l’innovazione nei 
settori rilevanti 

dell’economia blu 
nell’area di 

cooperazione 

OT 5 – promuovere 
l’adattamento al 

cambiamento 
climatico, la 

prevenzione e la 
gestione dei rischi  

AP2  
Sicurezza e 

resilienza 
 

Migliorare il 
monitoraggio dei 

cambiamenti climatici e 
la pianificazione delle 
misure di adattamento 
che affrontino effetti 
specifici nell’area di 

cooperazione 

OT 6 – preservare e 
tutelare l’ambiente e 

promuovere l’uso 
efficiente delle 

risorse 
 

AP3 
Ambiente e patrimonio 

culturale 
 

Fare del patrimonio 
naturale e culturale una 

leva per lo sviluppo 
sostenibile e più 

equilibrato del territorio 

OT 7 – promuovere 
sistemi di trasporto 

sostenibili ed eliminare 
le strozzature nelle 

principali infrastrutture 
di rete 

AP4 
 Trasporto marittimo 

Migliorare la qualità, la 
sicurezza e la 

sostenibilità ambientale dei 
servizi e degli snodi di 
trasporto marittimo e 

costiero, 
promuovendo la 

multimodalità nell’area di 
programma 

Aumentare la 
sicurezza dell’area 
rispetto a calamità 
naturali e di origine 

umana 

Contribuire alla 
protezione e al 
ripristino della 

biodiversità 

Migliorare le 
condizioni di qualità 

ambientale del mare e 
delle coste mediante 
l'uso di tecnologie e 
approcci sostenibili e 

innovativi 



 JPI "Healthy and Productive Seas 
and Oceans” 

A New Frontier 



The Blue Med initiative  

The documents of BLUEMED, the initiative under Italian leadership that aims to 
promote a common strategy to support a sustainable growth in the marine and maritime 
sectors in EU Member States of the Mediterranean Basin, are available below. 
 
As a priority of the Italian Presidency of the EU Council, the initiative, led by Italy, has 
been developed jointly with Cyprus, Croatia, France, Greece, Malta, Portugal, Slovenia, 
and Spain. The European Commission promoted and supported the implementation of 
the initiative, in particular through the Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, 
the Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, and the Joint Research 
Centre. 
 
The BLUEMED initiative has established its "vision" and, more recently, its "strategic 
agenda for research and innovation". The two documents, including their annexes, are 
now available on the ResearchItaly website and will be updated in their stages of 
development. 
 
 
Vision Document 
Strategic Research and Innovation Agenda 



EUSAIR 
The EU Strategy for the Adriatic and Ionian Region (EUSAIR) is a macro-regional 
strategy adopted by the European Commission and endorsed by the European 
Council in 2014. The Strategy was jointly developed by the Commission, together with 
the Adriatic-Ionian Region countries and stakeholders, in order to address common 
challenges together.  
 
The Strategy aims at creating synergies and fostering coordination among all 
territories in the Adriatic-Ionian Region. EUSAIR is not about funding, it is about closer 
cooperation and connectivity of the entire region! 
 
The EUSAIR covers eight countries: four EU Member States (Croatia, Greece, Italy, 
Slovenia) and four non-EU countries (Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro, 
Serbia). 
 
EUSAIR has a limited focus on areas of mutual interest with high relevance for the 
Adriatic-Ionian countries. It is built on four thematic pillars: 
1. Blue growth 
2. Connecting the region (transport and energy networks) 
3. Environmental quality 
4. Sustainable tourism 


