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"The proposals should be for demonstration projects to clean and lay the ground 
for a healthy ocean or sea and its coasts in any given large geographic area(s), 
including regional seas or semi-closed sea basins such as the Mediterranean.  
 
The demonstration projects should develop and scale-up innovative processes and 
measures to clean the selected site from visible (for example floating plastics or 
abandoned fishing gear) and invisible litter (micro-plastics) and pollutants, involving 
local communities and actors.  
 
Collected waste materials should be adequately processed so as to enable a 
subsequent usage/ exploitation/ re-usage.  
 
The proposals should apply an ecosystem approach, developing forecasting tools 
and models to identify areas where the proposed intervention is likely to be most 
effective in ecological and economic terms.  
 
Social acceptance and economic impact of the envisaged measures must also be 
considered and promoted, for example by disseminating the project results to relevant 
stakeholders. 
 
Proposals addressing the Mediterranean should contribute to implement the BlueMed 
initiative.  

Scope of the call 



 
 

EU, Associated countries (includes: Albania, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, , Montenegro and Turkey)  
 
Tunisia is on the pipeline (Association Agreement with Tunisia was 
signed but it will only enter into force once Tunisia  notifies the 
Commission that its internal procedures have been completed) 
 
Other countries: Argelia, Egypt, Lebanon, Lybia, Morocco, Palestine,  
  

Eligible countries 



 
 To contribute to the implementation of EU Policies such as the MSFD 

proposals are expected to: 
 
•Develop innovative technological methods or processes for cleaning coasts 
and seas and transforming waste into a resource. 
•Reduce cleaning up/restoration costs through cost-effective solutions, in 
particular through enhanced resource efficiency. 
•Increase awareness and acceptance of civil society about the importance of 
healthy oceans and seas. 
•Progress towards reducing pollution and debris (macro, micro and nano) in 
regional sea basins and beyond, and towards restoring marine ecosystems. 
•Improve the professional skills and competences for those working and 
being trained to work within the blue economy. 
 

Expected impact  



 
 

•Each site should be substantial in size and include 
or be adjacent to different activities. 
 

•The exact selection of pollutants and litter will 
depend on the area selected. However, the choice 
of the area must be such that several sources of 
pollution are addressed. 

Scope of the action 
  



 
 

Up to EUR 6 million would allow this challenge to 
be addressed appropriately.  
 
Nonetheless, this does not preclude the submission 
and selection of proposals requesting other 
amounts. 

Expected budget  
  



 
 

•Do we go for it as Plastic Busters? 
•Which PB components should we include? 
•Who partners want to joint in? 
•Who partners could lead the action? 
•Do we need additional partners? Who? 
•Questions to the Commission: Will the favour a 
purely med project or do they expect one EU wide 
one? 
•Any other question/issue from partners? 
 
Timing and responsibilities  
 

To discuss and agree 
in this meeting  
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