
 
 

 
 

Task 3.4 Circular economy approach – 
turning plastic marine litter into 

products  
(Task Leader: ECNC Land & Sea Group)  

 
Within the proposed demo project(s), circular economy approaches will be 
developed drawing from the “Healthy Seas ‘a journey from waste to wear” 

experiences. 
 



Healthy Seas 
Healthy Seas recovers fishing nets from the seas 

and regenerates them into high-quality 
ECONYL® yarn, which is subsequently turned 

into brand-new products such as socks, 
swimwear and carpets. 



Origin 
3 different organisations joining forces to tackle the 

problem 
Not just cleaning up but involve NGOs, business 

communities and consumers in the process 
 



Our journey from waste to wear 





 
 

What are the extension and scaling up goals for 
Healthy Seas in the Med to which we can link up as 

Plastic Busters? 
 

 
Within the EU: Maintain Greece and increase activities in Italy and 
Croatia. Potential extension to France, Spain and Cyprus.  When 
funding available Slovenia and Malta have also strong potential.  
 
Outside EU: We are looking into possibilities of pilots in in Albania 
and Turkey. Lebanon is also  feasible for a pilot provided additional 
funding available.  
 
  

  
 



 
 

Plastic Busters Task 3. 4 foresees 3 Actions: 
 
1. Identifying and disseminating good practices (successful cases) 
on circular economy approaches (life cycle) relevant for marine litter 
abatement with potential for replication within the Mediterranean 
  
Develop criteria, identify practices, produce case studies, develop an online 
database, and produce a leaflet summarizing key case studies in at least 3 
languages (English, French, Arabic)  
  
  
Deliverables : methodology developed to include consultation and structured 
questionnaire etc, results analysed,  minimum 5 best practice case studies 
identified, 1 Online data base, 1 leaflet (3 languages) 

  
 



 
 2.  Showcasing (demo)  circular economy alternatives  

  
I- Liaising with Healthy Seas– a journey from waste to wear 
approach to support Task 3.2. and facilitate when feasible at least 1 
collection point for  fishing nets recycling;   
Approaches will be  fine tuned with other relevant other networks 
and frameworks, including DeFishGear, MARELITT pilot projects, etc.  
 
Deliverables :  (i) At least 1 collection point serving Task 3.2. nets 
collection. (ii) Strengthened collaboration among different networks 
and frameworks of fishing for litter and ghost gear retrieval.  
  

 



 
 

 
 

 
II. Replicating the Healthy Seas approach in other areas of the 
Mediterranean.  
  
a. identifying areas with potential to develop the scheme of transforming 
marine into products 
b. selecting at least 3 pilot areas covering different geographical areas of 
the Mediterranean Sea (e.g. west, north, eastern and southern med)  
d. Pilot study on local potential of circular economy approaches in those 
areas  
c. Bringing the players together and engage them through hands on 
workshops/trainings to built capacity on circular economy (2 workshops per 
pilot area)- balancing the inputs from diverse stakeholders required for 
sustainable local economic development interests 
d. setting up a bottom up strategic  plan to put the  pilots into practice  
e. Reaching implementation phase of at least 1 pilot. 
  
Deliverables: 1 scoping study, at least 3 pilot studies on potential pilot areas, 
at least 6 workshops, at least 3 strategic to put pilots into practices, at least 
1 pilot under implementation 
  

 



 
 

3. Compiling and disseminating lessons learnt  
 
Bringing the results and lessons learned into a report, 
discussing the needs for financing partnerships and pilot 
projects.  
  
Deliverable: 1 report (3 languages) on lessons learnt on the 
potential of circular economy on the Mediterranean 



 
 

Thank you for your attention! 


